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SUBJECT: ACADEMIC EQUIVALENCIES 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS TELEXED TO 
STRAUS VIA GERMAN EMBASSY WASHINGTON JULY 18: 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE EVALUATION OF CERTIFICATES OF AD- 
MISSION TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, OF COURSE WORK 
AND OF EXAMINATIONS 

INTRODUCTION 

- THE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE TO BE REGARDED AS AIDS IN THE 
DECISION-MAKING PROCESS BY THE APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS IN THE 
PLACEMENT OF STUDENTS OR APPLICANTS. THEY DO NOT, AS A 
MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, TOUCH ON THE METHOD OF ADMISSION. 

- THEY ARE CONCERNED WITH THE RECOGNITION OF OR CREDIT FOR 
PREVIOUS STUDY AND EXAMINATIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF A CON 
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TINUATION OF STUDY AND THEREFORE DO NOT HAVE OR IMPLY ANY 
EFFECT ON THE RIGHT TO ENGAGE IN A PROFESSION. 

- DECISIVE IN THE EVALUATION IS THE PROVEN SCHOLARLY 
ACHIEVEMENT, NOT THE CITIZENSHIP OF THE STUDENT. 

- THESE RECOMMENDATIONS EXTEND ONLY TO THOSE SCHOLARLY 
ACHIEVEMENTS WHICH RESULT FROM STUDY AT INSTITUTIONS 
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RECOGNIZED IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC BY THE SEVERAL 
LAENDER MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION. 

I. CERTIFICATE OF QUALIFICATION (HOCHSCHULREIFE ) 

1 . GENERALLY, ADMISSION TO AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL BE POSSIBLE IF A GERMAN CERTIFICATE 
OF QUALIFICATION ( ALLGEMEINE HOCHSCHULREIFE), A CERTIFI- 
CATE LIMITED TO SPECIALIZED STUDY (FACHGEBUNDENE 
HOCHSCHULREIFE) OR A CERTIFICATE FOR ADMISSION TO 
FACHHOCHSCHULEN (FACHHOCHSCHULREIFE). 

2. THOSE WITH CERTIFICATES LIMITED TO SPECIALIZED STUDY 

OR TO FACHHOCHSCHULEN SHOULD NORMALLY BE CONSIDERED ONLY 
FOR ADMISSION TO SIMILAR SPECIALIZED COURSES OF STUDY. 

3. HOLDERS OF THE CERTIFICATE OF QUALIFICATION SHOULD RE- 
CEIVE ONE YEAR'S ACADEMIC CREDIT AND MAY RECEIVE MORE AT 
THE JUDGEMENT OF THE ADMITTING INSTITUTION. 

II. CERTIFICATES OF COMPLETED COURSES OF STUDY AND 
EXAMINATIONS 

1 . PROOF OF COMPLETION OF A TOTAL OF AT LEAST FOUR 
SEMESTERS OF FULL-TIME STUDY AT UNIVERSITIES OR EQUIVA- 
LENT INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING AND PROOF OF A 
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SATISFACTORY PASSAGE OF THE PRELIMINARY-INTERMEDIATE 
EXAMINATION SHOULD ENABLE THE STUDENTS TO TAKE SPE- 
CIFIC GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSES. THE ADMISSION TO THESE 
COURSES MAY FACILITATE THE APPLICANTS' ASSIMILATION INTO 
WHAT IS FOR THEM A DIFFERENT SYSTEM OF EDUCATION. THEY 
SHOULD THEREFORE BE TOLD THAT AUTHORIZATION TO TAKE 
GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSES DOES NOT GUARANTEE ADMISSION TO 
GRADUATE SCHOOLS AND/OR GRADUATE DEGREE PROGRAMS. 

2. THOSE IN POSSESSION OF A CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 

OF A COURSE OF STUDY AT FACHHOCHSCHULEN SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
ENTER ADVANCED STUDY IN THEIR SPECIFIC FIELD. 

3. THOSE HOLDING CERTIFICATES OF THE COMPLETION OF A 
UNIVERSITY COURSE OF ACADEMIC STUDY - DIPLOMGRAD, 
STAATSEXAMEN, MAGISTER ARTIUM, SHOULD BE ADMITTED FOR 
GRADUATE STUDY WITH CONSIDERATION OF ADVANCED STANDING 
CREDIT. THE AMOUNT OF ADVANCED STANDING CREDIT DEPENDS 
ON THE INDIVIDUAL APPLICANT'S ACHIEVEMENTS AS WELL AS THE 
COURSE OF STUDY OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN THE SUBJECT 

UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
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THE SAME APPLIES TO GRADUATE PROGRAMS LEADING TO THE PH.D. 

4. INDIVIDUAL STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS IN BASIC STUDIES AT 
UNIVERSITIES OR EQUIVALENT INSTITUTIONS AND IN STUDIES AT 
FACHHOCHSCHULEN (PRACTICE CERTIFICATES, SEMINAR CERTIFI- 
CATES OR LABORATORY CERTIFICATES, E.G.) SHOULD BE 
EVALUATED FOR CREDIT TRANSFER WITHIN THE UNDERGRADUATE 
PROGRAM PROVIDED THAT THE CERTIFICATES INDICATE THAT THE 
STUDENT COMPLETED THE COURSE SUCCESSFULLY AS A REGULAR 
STUDENT. LECTURES SHALL ONLY BE SUBJECT TO SIMILAR 
EVALUATION IF THE INSTITUTION CERTIFIES TO REGULAR 
ATTENDANCE AND IF THE APPLICANT SUBMITS PROOF OF THE 
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SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A COURSE-RELATED TEST. 

5. POINT 4 SHOULD BE APPLIED MUTATIS MUTANDIS FOR THE 
RECOGNITION OF ITEMS OF ACHIEVEMENT FROM HAUPTSTUDIEN 
COURSES WHEN A STUDENT APPLIES FOR ADMISSION TO GRADUATE 
STUDY. VANCE 
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